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New

Military
Urbanism:
Urban Discourse in the US Today

The United States’ ‘war on terror’, launched after the 9-11 terrorist attack of 2001, was marked by urban discourses, materialities and practices.
This lecture examines the ‘war on terror' to reveal that new ideclogies of permanent and boundless war are intensifying the militarization of urban
life in contemporary time. The lecture explores the ways in which ‘new military urbanism’ works to normalise the ongoing targeting of everyday urb
-an sites, circulations and populations. The study here discovers five interrelated foundations of this new practice: urbanizing the security doctrine;
linking contrel technologies to digitalized urban life; cultural performance of militarised media consumption; an economy of security industry; and
the new state space of vioclence. The lecture concludes with ways forward for a critical urban research.

Stephen Graham is a scholar of cities and urban life. He is Professor of Cities and Society at Newcastle University UK. He explores how cities
and urban life are being transformed through mutations of infrastructure, mobility, digital media and surveillance. His recent work addresses the
politics of urban security and the growing vertical reach of cities. His books include Splintering Urbanism; Telecommunications and the City (both
with Simon Marvin); the Cybercities Reader; Cities, War and Terrorism; and Disrupted Cities: When Infrastructure Fails. Prof Graham's 2011 book
Cities Under Siege: The New Military Urbanism was nominated for the Orwell Prize in political writing and was a Guardian's book of the year. His
most recent book, Vertical: The City from Satellites to Bunkers, was published by Verso in 2016. Prof. Graham is a Fellow of the British Academy.
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