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Bio

Adam Sharr is Professor of Architecture at
Newcastle University UK, Editor-in-Chief of arq:
Architectural Research Quarterly (Cambridge
University Press) and Series Editor of Thinkers
for Architects (Routledge). He practices with
Design Office, listed by the Architects Journal
in their prestigious 40 Under 40 listing of* the
UK s most exciting emerging architectural
talent’ in 2020. He is author or editor of eight
books on architecture including Heidegger’ s
Hut (MIT Press, second edition 2017),
Heidegger for Architects (Routledge, 2007),
and Modern Architecture: A Very Short
Introduction (Oxford University Press, 2018).

Abstract

Few famous philosophers have written
specifically for an audience of architects. The
twentieth century German thinker Martin
Heidegger is one of them. He spoke to a
gathering of professionals and academics at a
conference in Darmstadt in 1951. Hans
Scharoun — architect of the Berlin
Philharmonie and German National Library -
marked-up his programme for the event with
glowing comments, enthusing about
Heidegger s talk to friends and
acquaintances. The discussion which so
inspired Scharoun was later printed as an essay
called ‘Building Dwelling Thinking" .
Republished to this day and translated into
many languages, the text influenced more than
one generation of Western architects, theorists
and historians during the latter half of the
twentieth century and at the start of the
twenty-first. When Peter Zumthor waxes lyrical
about the atmospheric potential of spaces and
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