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" Katie Lloyd Thomas is Professor of Theory and
| History of Architecture at Newcastle University
. and a member of the Architectural Research
Quarterly (ARQ) editorial team. She is currently
UK PI for the AHRC/FAPESP funded project
Translating Ferro /  Transforming
Knowledges about Architecture, Design and
Labour for the New Field of Production
Studies’ . A founder member of the feminist
collective taking place, Katie" s research often
examines intersections between gender,
. architecture and technology. With Karen
. Burns, she is preparing a new introduction for
. the reprint of Matrix’ s seminal publication
; Making Space: Women and the Manmade
Environment (Verso, 2022). Katie' s other
publications include Material  Matters
(Routledge, 2007); with Tilo Amhoff and Nick
Beech, Industries of Architecture (Routledge,
2015) and a monograph Building Materials:
Material theory and the architectural
specification (Bloomsbury, December 2021).

Abstract

In the 1980s-90s, some architectural theorists
started to interrogate binaries of architectural
discourse = such as structure/ornament or
public/private — from a feminist perspective.
Jennifer Bloomer and Catherine Ingraham were
among the prominent in this. Drawing on
theorists Luce Irigiray and Elizabeth Grosz who
had problematized the overlooking of the body
in Western philosophy, Bloomer and Ingraham
argued that architecture has privileged form
over matter and forgotten the ‘body’ of
architecture. In this context, this lecture
examines the Stock Orchard Street house by
Sarah Wigglesworth Architects (2000) which
uses many unconventional materials - from
straw bales to upholstery. We ask how the
architect subverted binaries in her feminist
approach and what deeper effects it had for the
process of building. More recent work in

feminist new materialism - exploring

materiality more radically — will also be briefly

discussed.
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