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Source 10 (LAP 1/2/15) 
Extract from a letter from Sir Lawrence to his mother Mary Pattinson in which he discusses 
enjoying piloting, and flying the 'scout'. 

 

28 Jan 1916 

I am rather enjoying life at the moment as I have a stretch of really first class piloting 
right now and it is a real joy to be able to land a ton of machine about as well as it can 
be done and incidentally to have flown the scout successfully without a crash. 

The scout is a most alarming little beast as it is about ½ the size of a Vickers and 
paddles along at anything about 95 to which wind is added the stream from the 
propellor so that the pilot gets some draught. It is a dear little puss but a bit sudden on 
corners which it takes with an abandon and dash most alarmingly after our old thing’s 
stately swing. This is all rather mad and unintelligible but so is the scout. 
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Key Words 
The Scout - A fast (for its time), light, unarmed aircraft used during the First World War for 
reconnaissance (gathering information) 
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